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R/Rstudio installation
    and overview
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Install R

● Go to https://ftp.acc.umu.se/mirror/CRAN/
● Download R specific to your operating system.
● Install the program.

https://ftp.acc.umu.se/mirror/CRAN/
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Install Rstudio
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Rstudio overview

R console: For running R command/syntax interactively

Environment: 
list of variables created during 
a session

History: 
List of commands/syntaxes 
executed during a session

Files: File explorer
Plots: Plot viewer
Packages:  For installing,loading, 

unloading and remove packages.
Help: For viewing a function documentation.



  5 / 11

Rstudio – coding

● Make a folder in your desktop “R-course” without quotes.

● In Rstudio go to File  → New File  → R script. It will open an 
editor.

● Save the file as “session-1.R” in previously created folder.

● In Rstudio go to Session  → Set  Working Directory  → To Source 
File Location. This will set R-course directory as a working 
directory for Rstudio.

● You can check current working directory in R console (in 
Rstudio) by executing “getwd()” without quotes.
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Rstudio – executing a piece of 
code

● To execute a line of code in Rstudio, put the cursor in a desired 
line and press Ctrl+Enter. 

● To execute multiple lines, select all the lines and press 
Ctrl+Enter. 

● You can do the same thing

by clicking “Run” icon which 

is on the left of the editor

window.

● An output of a executed syntax/code can be seen in Console 
window.
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Session 1 code

● Now, you can copy and paste session-1 course 
material and practice.

● NOTE: You do have to install any packages to run 
codes from session-1 course material.
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Rstudio – installing packages

● There are two ways to install packages.

– Via console
– Via graphical user interface

● In console install.packages() function installs a give 
package or packages. For example
– install.packages(“ggplot2”

– Install.packages( c(“dplyr”, “plotly”) )
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Rstudio – installing packages

● Package installation can 
also be done using 
Rstudio’s interface.

● Click Packages tab and 
then Install. Provide 
package names in the 
dialogue box.
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Rstudio - Getting help 
Select Help tab

Type name of a function to view 
its documentation

Arguments taken by the function separated
by commas. 
An argument having a value (eg, trim = 0) 
tells its default value.

Details about an argument.

The function mean belongs to the 
package base.
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Rstudio - Getting help

Details of output given by a function

Example of the function use.

Link to view all function of the package.
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